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From Memory to the Text: the Formation,Development and
Finalization of Manchu Ulabun
Gao Hehong

Abstract:Manchu Traditional Storytelling (or Manchu Ulabun) reflects the ways of life in different periods of
Manchu and its ancestors from ancient times to the late Qing dynasty as well as the Republic. Ulabun should have
been developed at least in the Liao dynasty. At present, most Manchu Ulabun have been scattered and lost, some
were unknown because their practitioners have died, some retained only in people’s memory and some reserved
but in shape of fragmented text.We found that there were seven stages for the performance, diffusion and spread of
the text of Manchu Ulabun based on the 51 published and forthcoming versions of it:(1)remembered mainly orally;
(2)prevailed custom of narrating the legend and story of ancestors;(3)composed large number of new storytelling be—
tween the late Ming and the early Qing Dynasties;(4)typing of the custom of performance of Traditional Storytelling
from Kangqian to Xuantong periods;(5) inherited consciously the Manchu ethnic literature under the influence of
the Revolution of 1911; (6)the naming period of Manchu Traditional Storytelling and Ulabun;(7) finalizing the text
after the founding of the PRC till present era.

Key words:Manchu Traditional Storytelling; Ulabun; performance; diffusion; spread

The Inheritance of Manas and the Development Trend of Epic
Narrative Traditon
Bakdolot Munazil

Abstract:With the rapid development of social economy and the gradual penetration of technology into the peo—
ple’s life, great changes have taken place in many minorities’ oral traditions. Although the oral traditions of the
Kirgiz people in Xinjiang, to a certain extent, still exists in strong vitality, the living form epic presentation,
“Manas” being the representative among them, is facing complex development trend. Based on field investigation
in recent years, this paper attempts to reveal the present existence of Kirgiz epic and the decline of it in terms of
the rapid decrease of inheritors and the motivation of the younger epic singers, the De—professionalization of epic
singers and their aging trend, the shrink of verbal narrative resources, the recitation of printed texts, and the de—
generation of narrative techniques and so on.

Key words:Kirgiz; epic tradition; Manas; oral presentation; inheritance see P.19



