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Memory and History and Space (symposium)

Wang Xiaokui Hu Heng & Chen Yungian
Abstract: Wang Xiaokui observes that evolving from an interpretive framework of the cultural construction of
modern nation states, memory studies has been expanded to encompass the entire realm of modern social
culture and provides a possible approach to current cultural issues. Given the corporeality and subjectivity of
memory, a multi-disciplinary perspective is necessary to counter a flat and stereotypical tendency in the
studies. As far as collective memory is concerned to Hu Heng, amnesia is not the residue of memory; on the
contrary, memory results from amnesia. Categorizing collective memories into three forms, he explores the
possibility of constructing an amnesia theatre in an effort to establish the connections between past and
present, and to make history an integral part in our lives. Chen Yungian considers social memory an
important source of a country and societys legitimacy. As concrete sites of social memory, memorial space has
gained mounting attention in the recent decades. The dialectics between memorial space and social memory
lays the foundation for the formers existence and agency. Modern China is found to be a case in point, which
has witnessed a quickened sense of modernity and locality in the conversion of memorial space and the
construction of social memory.

Key words: memory, amnesia, space, memorial
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