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A Prelin nary Study of the Collection
H istory ofM anchu Spoken L iterature

GAO He hong
( Institute of Ethnic L iteraturg Chinese A cademy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract The study ofM anchu spoken literature is very weak and its history should be n facta history of
collectbn It began w ith the collection of N isan Shaman by Russia schobrs n 1908 which started an upsuige
of collection and arrangen ent of the piece Damestic colkction was a little later The collection of oher pieces
was carried with the salvage and protectbn of M anchu folk culture However the woik has been mpacted
greatly by the politicalmovements and the social changes Before the P R. C the collectionmamnly depended
on the privatg after the found ng of the P R. C accanpaned with the three general nvestigation of folk cut
ture of every ethnic groups carried by the govemment and stat¢ a great number of organizations such as na
tonal research mstiites of varous level n the northeast three poovinces unwersities and Jiln A cademy of So-
cial Sciences havemade lots of investigatbns towardsM anchu folk literature In the process a good many of
excellentM anchu folk story tellers w ere found The estab lishment of Ch nese M anchu Spoken L iterature Ed ito-
rial Board of Jiln and the related work m ake theM anchu spoken literature known by more peop le
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