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Night of July 7 Literature and Women
a general survey of the subject matter of the night of July 7

in the Chinese Tang poetry and the Japanese Anthology of Leaves

LIANG Li — mei
College of Arts and Journalism Yunan University Kunming Yunan 650091

Key Words Japanese poetry Japanese Anthology of Leaves night of July 7 subject matter the-
matic feeling

Abstract The July 7 folklore about the Cowherd and the Weaving Maid can be found in the history
of both the Chinese and the Japanese literatures. This paper tries to provide an analysis of the similarities
and differences in the Chinese and Japanese representations of the same subject matter. The pathos is
more directly expressed in Japanese than in Chinese which shows the Japanese aesthetic unity of beauty
and truth and the Chinese typical aesthetic modulation. In thought content the Japanese poetry is charac-

terized by spontaneity while its Chinese counterpart carries a clearly rationalized ethnic overtone.
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