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The Reforming of Customs and the Replacemar:t of Symboal :
Controver sies upon Ceremonies of the Xianying Temple of Ninghua
during the Ming and Qing Periods

WEI Deyu
( History Department, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract : Established during the Five Dynastiesperiod , the Xianying Temple of Ninghua wasoriginal-
ly an important ste where loca resdents worshipped the local deity Caocang , who waslisted in the L edger
of Sacrifice in the Southern Song period. During the Ming, when the government strengthened its control
over popular beief , locd officias intended to re-order gods worshipped in the Xianying Temple by estab-
lishing Li Gang asthe mgor deity. Thisprogram did not meet with success because the latter had trouble to
make direct higtorical and socia connection to local society and was therefore impossble to be folklorized and
localized.
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