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Modalities of Doing Religion

CHAU Adam Y uet!, SUN Feihan? (trans), HUANG Tao? (rev)
(1. Department of East Asian Studies, Cambridge University, Cambridge, UK CB3 9DA;
2. College of Humanities, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou, China 325035)

Abstract: In the long history of religions in China, different ways of “doing religion” have evolved into 5
kinds of relatively typical modalities: Discursive/scriptural, Personal-cultivational, Liturgical, Immediate-
practical and Relational modalities. These modalities do not exist independently. They most often interrelate
on and interact on each other. In practice, most religious belief activities actually are those activities which are
closely related to local custom, historical events, social environment, personality and modalities of doing
religion.

Key words: Doing Religion; Modality; Chinese Religious Belief
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