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W ater Conservation Folklore
DON G Xiao-ping
(Center for Study of Chinese Folklore and A ncientW riting, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: W ater conservation folklore is highly developed in the severew ater- shortage area in the rural
part of Huabei, PRC. W ater stands for non- material culture to some extent and has become pow er,
system, capital, moral standard and fighting wegpon It has conveyed social operating mechanisn s such as
folk customs, village organization, education notions and operational regulations A set of sustainable
experiences of cooperative survival in dry area has been set up consequently. W ater conservation has played
an important role in agricultural modernization

Key words non- material culture; w ater conservation folklore si shew u cun; tradition and modernization

133



