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UNESCO’ s Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage:
Interpretative Reading and Commentary Review

Chao Gejin
( Institute of Ethnic Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

[Abstract] According to the Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage, a set of over—
arching aspirational principles adopted during the tenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safe—
guarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2015, the present paper focuses on its elaborated background and
relevant international instruments established by UNESCO in the field of cultural heritage, providing interpreta—
tive reading, commentary review, and factor analysis of ethical dimensions and practical approaches to the 2003
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Furthermore, the author puts forth a discus—
sion on ethical choices and better capacity — building in the critical process of safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage in China through a reflection on current transversal issues and ethical concerns in the global context of
the implementation of the 2003 Convention.

[Key words] Intangible Cultural Heritage; Core Values; Ethical Principles; Ethical Choices; Capacity —
building
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